LIVES OF EMINENT PERSONS.

FATHER PAUL SARPIf.

FATHER PAUL, whose name, before lie entered into the
monastick life, was Peter Sarpi, was born at Venice,
August 14,1552. His father followed merchandise, but
with so little success, that, at his death, he left his family
very ill provided for; but under the care of a mother,
whose piety was likely to bring the blessings of providence
upon them, and whose wise conduct supplied the want of
fortune by advantages of greater value.

Happily for young Sarpi, she had a brother, master of
a celebrated school, under whose direction he was placed
by her. Here he lost no time; but cultivated his abili-
ties, naturally of the first rate, with unwearied application.
He was born for study, having a natural aversion to plea-
sure and gaiety, and a memory so tenacious, that he could
repeat thirty verses upon once hearing them.

Proportionable to his capacity.was his progress in lite-
rature : at thirteen, having made himself master of school-
learning, he turned his studies to philosophy and the ma-
thematicks, and entered upon logick, under Capella, of
Cremona; who, though a celebrated master of that sci-
ence, confessed himself, in a very little time, unable to
give his pupil further instructions.

As Capella was of the order of the Servites, his scholar
was induced/ by his acquaintance with him, to engage in
the same profession, though his uncle and his mother re-
presented to him the hardships and austerities of that
kind of life, and advised him, with great zeal, against it.

f Written for the Gentleman's Magazine, for 1738.